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Your Excellency Harold Caballeros, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala,
Ambassador Bayney Karran, Permanent Representative of the Republic of Guyana to the OAS and Chair of the Permanent Committee on Hemispheric Security,
High Authorities and Delegates,
Vice Ministers of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and other High Authorities of Guatemala,
Mr. Adam Blackwell, Secretary of the Secretariat for Multi Dimensional Security,
Representatives of International and Regional Organizations,
Civil Society Representatives,
OAS Colleagues,
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Thank you for coming together today from across the region, to assess where we are and discuss how we go forward on the issue of human trafficking. This is a cruel reality that affects every single continent around the world, whether we acknowledge it or not.
Before I left Washington DC to travel to Guatemala yesterday, I took my 16 year old daughter shopping. She had just been asked to the homecoming dance at school. I could see the excitement on her face as she kept telling me that this “rite of passage” was part and parcel of growing up. And indeed these are important moments in a child's life.
So I listened with amusement and a degree of sadness, happy because my daughter was enjoying this time in her life, sad that she was growing up … and knowing at the back of my mind, that today I would be in Guatemala working with you to find a way to ensure that millions of girls, women and children in our region are protected and can enjoy the simple pleasures that so many, take for granted.
Many of us gathered here today are parents, aunts, uncles, brothers or sisters. We would go to great lengths to protect our loved ones and keep them safe. 
It is with that same passion that I believe we must continue to work to protect those who are defenseless and vulnerable, to be a voice for those who are voiceless and to see those who are unseen. 
Seven years ago, in 2005, the International Labor Organization (ILO) estimated that the number of trafficking victims world-wide was approximately 12.3 million. Seven years later, the ILO 2012 report estimates 20.9 million people are now exploited, and about 2 million victims come from Latin America and the Caribbean. That is more than the entire population of some of our countries.  

Statistics tell us that that the majority of trafficking victims are between the ages of 18 and 24 … and at the same time, over 1.2 million of our children are trafficked each year. Statistics however, cannot account for the many more who are hidden, stolen or sold and will never be counted. 

Ladies and gentlemen, over the next few days we are going to disuss our efforts to address this situation. While we work to prevent and punish the perpetrators of modern day slavery, we must also tap into our collective capacities to find ways to provide care and rehabilitation for victims. 

In the last ten years, countries and citizens of the Americas have witnessed tangible progress in the efforts to end human trafficking. More victims have been rescued and more cases have been successfully prosecuted. Comprehensive awareness-raising campaigns and legal frameworks are being enacted, and more national plans, policies, and programs are being implemented by member states.  

Countries that once refused to acknowledge the issue of human trafficking are now working to identify victims and prosecute those responsible for enslaving them.

At the same time trafficking in persons continues to be a dynamic crime. Traffickers are taking advantage of technology, weak judicial and security systems and desperate conditions of vulnerable groups to profit.  

Our responses must therefore be progressive, our legislation must be comprehensive and our message must be clear: human trafficking will not be tolerated. 

Since I addressed the first meeting in 2006 in Isla Margarita, Venezuela, we have seen progress in several OAS member states. Antigua and Barbuda has instituted the Anti-Trafficking in Persons’ Prevention Act, which creates a committee to develop programs, regulations and policies.  

Brazil, with its Decree No. 5.948 establishes national policies against trafficking in persons, while Law No. 9.434 addresses the removal of organs and body tissue for transplants. 

Colombia’s Law 985 confronts trafficking in persons and provides protection to its victims. Colombia has also created an Inter-institutional Committee to Combat Trafficking in Persons and has a 2007-2012 comprehensive strategy to combat trafficking in persons. 

Ecuador has focused on creating a National Plan to Abolish Child Labor and has established standard operating procedures for the referral and protection of victims.

Here in Guatemala, the government has enacted the Law against Sexual Violence, Exploitation and Trafficking of Persons and has established a policy against Trafficking in Persons and for the Comprehensive Protection of the Victims. 

In the Caribbean, Jamaica has set up a National Task Force and has immigration regulations in place to identify trafficking in persons’ victims. 

Mexico, like Argentina and Chile, has enacted comprehensive legal frameworks to address Trafficking in Persons.

And these are just some of the examples of progress made. I am sure that many other countries have taken several initiatives.

We need to continue our efforts to coordinate our actions and initiatives at a national level, sub-regionally and globally. We need to continue gathering more reliable data and continue inform legislators, policy makers and others in our societies not only about the gravity of this problem, but also how to act against it.

Civil society has also been pro-active by providing assistance and protection to victims of trafficking. Many NGOs have been recognized for their work, dedication, commitment and collaboration with national governments; 

Ladies and Gentlemen, while these successes are significant, our fight is far from over. Every day the cruelty continues for millions. Child labor continues, rape, beatings and fear are real. Human trafficking continues to be a multi-billion dollar industry. In Latin America, it’s a $16-billion-a-year business. Over all, organized crime derives US$30 billion from human trafficking annually. 161 countries around the world are affected by human trafficking by being either a source, transit or destination country. Whether we acknowledge it or not, human trafficking now affects every continent and every type of economy.  

The way forward requires a solid foundation, and I am pleased to see that member states have demonstrated political will through the passage of the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere. 
It is through the implementation of this Work Plan that more significant changes could take place to punish those who profit from this kind of cruelty. 
Over the next two days, we will hear from member states about the successes, gaps and challenges they have faced with the implementation of the Work Plan. I am convinced that on the basis of these discussions the Work Plan can be improved. We also will learn about the efforts from the civil society and international community. It is our hope that, at the end of this meeting we will return with new ideas, and by working together, we can make a difference for those who need us. 

I believe we should continue building on the progress and urge countries where progress is lacking or slow, to make every effort within their legal framework to act with urgency. I thank the donor community who has supported the strengthening of institutions, training and capacity building to fight trafficking in persons.

Before I close I want to thank the Government of Guatemala for hosting this meeting and to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for putting all arrangements in place. Your warmth, generosity, leadership and commitment has been inspirational.  

Ladies and gentlemen, we are the caretakers of our hemisphere. It is our moral obligation to care for those who are defenseless, faceless and voiceless. Ladies and Gentlemen, one person trafficked is one too many!

I wish you success in your deliberations.

I thank you. 
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